	
	
	



CURRICULUM VITAE

Risha Gidwani, DrPH
Division of Health Care Policy and Research
University of Colorado Medical School
13002 E. 17th Place	
Aurora, CO 80045
risha.gidwani@cuanschutz.edu


CURRENT ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
2023 – Present 		Associate Professor, University of Colorado School of Medicine, Division of Health 			Care Policy and Research 
2024 – Present 		Associate Professor (by courtesy) University of Colorado School of Medicine, 				Division of General Internal Medicine 
2024 – Present 		Associate Professor (by courtesy) University of Colorado School of Medicine, 				Division of Geriatrics 
2024 – Present 		Associate Professor (by courtesy) University of Colorado School of Public Health, 			Department of Health Systems, Policy, and Management
2019 – Present  		Adjunct Associate Professor, Dept. of Health Policy and Management, UCLA 				Fielding School of Public Health 
	Academic Senate approval required, obtained with unanimous approval
2020 – Present 		Senior Researcher, RAND Corporation (moved to Adjunct in Nov. 2023)


PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
2007 – 2007 	Analyst, Quality Improvement Department, Blue Cross of California
2008 – 2008 	Health Science Specialist, Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI), Department of 		Veterans Affairs, Greater Los Angeles (VA GLA) 
2009 – 2011 	Lead Health Economist/Senior Research Associate, Center for Health Economics and Science 		 Policy at Abt Bio-Pharma Solutions/United BioSource Corporation (2010 company buy-out)
2011 – 2013 	Research and Quality Manager, Neuroscience, Stanford University Medical Center
2013 – 2017 	Consulting Assistant Professor, Division of General Medical Disciplines, Stanford 			University 
2013 – 2020 	Core Investigator, Center for Innovation to Implementation (VA Ci2i), Department of Veterans Affairs, Menlo Park CA 
2013 – 2020  	Health Economist, Health Economics Resource Center (VA HERC), Department of Veterans 		Affairs, Menlo Park CA 
2014 – 2020 	Faculty Affiliate, Center for Health Policy/Center for Primary Care & Outcomes 				Research (CHP/PCOR), Stanford University 
2015 – 2020	Faculty Fellow, Stanford Center for Population Health Sciences, Stanford University 			School of Medicine 



EDUCATION
2002 		University of Colorado, Boulder, BA, Psychology 
2004 		University of California, Santa Cruz, MA, Sociology 
2009		UCLA, Doctor of Public Health (DrPH), Health Services	


RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Insurance Benefit Design 
Health Policy
Quality of Care 
Health Care Affordability
Patient Financial Burden 


METHODS EXPERTISE 
Causal inference from observational data
Multi-level modeling 
Large database analysis 
Cost-effectiveness analysis 
Mixed treatment comparisons 
Meta analyses 
Quality measurement 


INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES
2026 – present		Advisor to Ministry of Health in Guatemala
Role: advise on allocating the equivalent of $80 million USD annually for 5 years to set up a cancer care delivery system

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES
2011 – 2013 		University Healthsystem Consortium (UHC) Statistical Risk-Adjustment Task 					Force   
2012 – 2013 		National Quality Forum (NQF) Neurology Performance Measures Steering 					Committee
2016 – 2018		Academy Health/ABIM Foundation Low-Value Care Interest Group Committee
2021 – 2023 		National Quality Forum (NQF) Cost and Efficiency Measures Standing Committee
2025				Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, Planning Committee
2025				Identifying Unmet Needs in Pharmaceutical Economics, National Seminar Participant
2026 – Present	Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Women in Economics Co-Chair

STATE LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES
2026 – Present   Member, Colorado Primary Care Payment Reform Collaborative (appointed by 
 	Colorado Commissioner of Insurance)
Purpose: Create recommendations to financially promote the provision of primary care in insurance plans regulated by the State of Colorado 

2026 – Present	Data Strategy and Analytics Advisor, Colorado Division of Insurance	
Role: Serve as the architect of public-facing Transparency in Coverage data to assist Colorado consumers in price shopping for health care


INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP and MEMBERSHIP
2011 – 2013 		Comprehensive Stroke Center Steering Committee, Stanford Neuroscience
2014 – 2019 	Statistical Programming Standards Chair, VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) 
2023 – Present 		Member, University of Colorado Cancer Center
2024 – Present	Director of Research, Division of Health Care Policy and Research, University of Colorado Anschutz School of Medicine
2025 – Present	Research Mentor, Secondary Data Resource, University of Colorado Anschutz School of Medicine
2025 – Present	Consultant, Population-Based Data (PBD) Core, ASCENT Consortium
2026 – Present	Advisory Committee Member, Doctorate in Health Administration Program, University of Colorado, Denver - Business School
2026 – Present	Core Member, Colorado Poverty and Health Initiative (COPHI)

MEMBERSHIP
2009 – Present   	Academy Health (AH)
2013 – 2017   		American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO)
2020 – Present 		American Society of Health Economists (ASHEcon)
2023 – Present 		Association of Public Policy Management (APPAM)


SCIENCE and SERVICE ACTIVITIES

Grant Review 
2015 		VA Health Services Research & Development (HSR&D) Scientific Review Board 
2018 		Palliative Care Research Cooperative (PCRC) Grant Reviewer
2024 	Network for Innovative Methods in Longitudinal Aging Studies (NIMLAS) Grant Reviewer
2025	Mock NIH Study Section, Colorado School of Public Health, Health Services, Management and Policy PhD Student Grant Review, Chair

Referee Activities
American Journal of Managed Care (AJMC)
American Journal of Respiratory Care
Blood Advances
Health Affairs	
Health Informatics Journal
JAMA Network Open
Journal of Cancer Survivorship
Journal of General Internal Medicine (JGIM)
Journal of Health Communication
Journal of Oncology Practice (JOP)
Journal of Palliative Medicine (JPM)
Medical Care
Medical Care Research and Review 
Medical Decision Making (MDM)
Palliative Medicine
Pharmacoeconomics
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation (PM&R)
PLoS ONE 
	

Editorial Boards 
2023 – Present 		Medical Decision Making 
2023 – Present 		Medical Decision Making Policy & Practice 
2024 – Present 		Health Services Research 


INVITED TALKS 
2016 	“Palliative Care in the United States: Actual Practice and Oncologists’ Perspectives.”  Stanford Medicine 	Palliative Care Grand Rounds.  Stanford, CA. 

2017 	“Improving the Quality and Cost of Palliative and End-of-Life Care.”  Stanford School of Medicine 	Division of Primary Care and Population Health. 
2019 	“Privatizing the VA: Implications for Cost and Quality.” RAND Corporation, Santa Monica, CA.  

2020 	“Discussing the Research: Clinical Trials and Costs.” Invited discussant for the American Society of 	Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Quality of Care Symposium (discussant). 

2023 	“Patient Cost-Sharing & Quality of Care: Evaluating the Impact of Insurance Benefit Design.” Invited 	talk for University of Colorado School of Medicine.

2024 	“Health Insurance is Not a Panacea: Under-insurance and Patient Financial Burden.” Invited talk for 	UNC-Chapel Hill Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

2025 	“Affordability and Quality of Care in the Era of Underinsurance: Implications for Chronic Disease 	Management.”  Invited talk for Stanford University School of Medicine, Primary Care and Population 	Health Division Research Section Meeting.

2025 	Health Insurance, Quality-of-Care, and Patient Financial Burden.  Invited talk for Colorado 		Cardiovascular Outcomes Research (CCOR) group at CU School of Medicine.  

2025 	“Insurance Design and Chronic Illness: Evaluating the Fit of High-Deductible Health Plans.”  		Presentation at RAND Health, Coverage and Payment (CAP) group’s health economics seminar.

2025 	“Advocacy in Research” Panel participant for CU Anschutz SoM Research Trail.

2025 	“Does Insurance Support Receipt of Evidence-Based Care for Persons with Chronic Illness?  Findings 	from High-Deductible Health Plans.”  Grand Rounds for University of Colorado, Division of General 	Internal Medicine. 

2025 	“The Illusion of Security: How Underinsurance Drives Patient Financial Burden.”  Invited talk for 	University of Alabama, Birmingham Cancer Center. 

2025 	“What Does a Health Economist Do?” Invited talk for Division of General Internal Medicine at the 	University of Colorado School of Medicine.

2026 	“Advocacy in Research” Panel participant for CU Anschutz SoM Research Trail.  Upcoming

2027     “The Economics of High-Deductible Health Plans: Evidence on Choice, Quality, and Out-of-Pocket 
Costs.”  Invited talk for University of Washington CHOICE Institute.  Upcoming. 

2027	“Title TBD.” Invited talk for National Western Pharmacoeconomics Conference.  Upcoming.


INVITED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (FIRST-AUTHOR only denoted)
2009 	“Cost-Effectiveness of Azacitidine versus Vidaza in the Treatment of Myelodysplastic Syndromes.”  		Presentation at American Society of Hematology (ASH) Conference.  New Orleans, LA.

2009 	“A Budget Impact Analysis of Rapid HIV Screening in VA Emergency Departments.” Presentation at 		Academy Health Conference.  Chicago, IL.

2009 	“A Budget Impact Analysis of HIV Screening in the ED: the Business Case for Rapid Testing in the 	Veterans Administration.”  Presentation at VA HSR&D Conference.  Baltimore, MD.

2010 	“Clinical-Economic Evaluation of Azacitidine versus Vidaza for Treating Patients with Myelodysplastic Syndromes.”  Presentation at International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research (ISPOR) Conference. Atlanta, GA.  

2011 	“The cost-effectiveness of the levonorgestrel-releasing intrauterine system (LNG-IUS, Mirena®) for the 	treatment of heavy menstrual bleeding in the United States.”  Presentation at International Society for 	Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research (ISPOR) Conference.  Baltimore, MD. 

2014 	“The Value of Palliative Care in Treating Patients with Cancer.”  Presentation at American Society of 	Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Palliative Care in Oncology Symposium.  Boston, MA.  

2014 	“Physicians’ Perceptions of Palliative Care.”  Presentation at American Society of Clinical Oncology 	(ASCO) Palliative Care in Oncology Symposium.  Boston, MA. 
2014 	“CMS Payment Reform and the Incidence of Hospital-Acquired Conditions.”  Presentation at Academy 	Health Conference.  San Diego, CA.  

2014 	“CMS Payment Reform and the Incidence of Pulmonary Embolism or Deep Vein Thrombosis in Hip or 	Knee Replacement Surgery Patients.”  Oral Presentation at Society for General Internal Medicine 		National Meeting.  San Diego, CA.  

2015 	“Variations in use and timing of hospice and palliative care: Differences across health care payers and 	cancer type.”  Presentation at American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Palliative Care in 		Oncology Symposium.  Boston, MA. 

2015 	“Overuse of Lumbar Spine MRI in VA: A National Analysis.”  Oral Presentation at VA Health Services 	Research and Development (HSR&D) Conference.  Philadelphia, PA. 

2015 	“Acute Medical Exacerbations and Use of Online Health Information.” Presentation at Academy Health 	Annual Research Meeting.  Minneapolis, MN.

2015 	“Overuse of Lumbar Spine MRI: Are Providers Choosing Wisely?”  Presentation at Academy Health 	Annual Research Meeting.  Minneapolis, MN. 

2016 	“Differences in Receipt of Hospice Among Medicare Managed Care and Fee-for-Service Medicare 	Enrollees” Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Boston, MA. 

2016 	“Gap Between Recommendations and Practice of Palliative Care and Hospice” Presentation at Academy 	Health Annual Research Meeting.  Boston, MA. 
 
2016 	“What role should value play in cancer care?” Presentation at American Society of Clinical Oncology 	Annual Meeting.  Chicago, IL. 

2016 	“The ideal interface between oncology and palliative care: Views from the field.” Presentation at 		American Society of Clinical Oncology Annual Meeting.  Chicago, IL.
2018 	“Burdensome transitions experienced by cancer decedents treated in different health care systems at the 	end of life.”  Presentation at American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Quality Care Symposium. 	Phoenix, Arizona. 

2018 	“Differences in Quality of End-of-Life Care across Medicare and VA: Implications for Health Policy.” 	Oral Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Seattle, WA. 
2018 	“End-of-Life Care in VA versus Traditional Medicare: Differences in Care Quality Between Two Federal 	Healthcare Programs.” ASHEcon Conference.  Atlanta, GA. 

2019 	“The Excess Financial Impact associated with Medically-Intensive End-of-Life Care: Health System and 	Patient Costs” Oral Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.”  Washington, DC. 

2019 	“Patient Financial Burden Experienced by Black versus White Patients at the End-of-Life: Differences 	across VA and Medicare.”  Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Washington, 	DC. 

2021 	“Estimating Transition Probabilities: A Tutorial for Decision Modelers.” Oral Presentation at Academy 	Health Annual Research Meeting.  Virtual.  
2021 	“Healthcare Cost Trajectories in the Last Year of Life: A Comparison of Medicare and VA” Presentation 	at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Virtual.

2021 	“Avoidable Hospitalizations after Receipt of Chemotherapy: A Comparison of Medicare and VA” 	Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Virtual.   

2022 	“Cost Trajectories in the Last Year of Life: A Comparison of End-of-Life Care across Medicare and VA”. 	Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.

2022 	“Survival Differences in Real-World Vs. Clinical Trial Populations: An Example from Breast Cancer.” 	Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting. 

2023 	“Changes in Hospital Financial Performance during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency” Oral 	Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Seattle, WA.

2023 	“Changes in Hospital Financial Performance during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency” Oral 	Presentation at ASHEcon. St. Louis, MO. 

2024 	“The Impact of Telehealth Cost-Sharing on Healthcare Utilization: Evidence from High Deductible 	Health Plans” Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Baltimore, MD.

2024 	“Rational Responses to Patient Cost-Sharing: Telehealth and High-Deductible Health Plans.” Oral 	Presentation at ASHEcon. San Diego, CA.  June 17, 2024.

2025 	“Patient Responses to Declines in Cost-Sharing: Telehealth and High-Deductible Health Plans.” Long-	form presentation at International Health Economics Association (IHEA) conference. Bali, Indonesia. 

2025 	“High-Deductible Health Plans and Receipt of Guideline-Concordant Care for Chronically-Ill Persons.”  	Long-form presentation at International Health Economics Association (IHEA) conference.  Bali, 	Indonesia. 

2025 	“The Unaffordability of Affordable Care Act Insurance” Oral Presentation at Academy Health Annual 	Research Meeting.  Minneapolis, MN.

2025 	“Insurer and Provider Consolidation in U.S. Healthcare” Chair and Moderator of Special Session at 	Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Minneapolis, MN.

2025 	“High Deductible Health Plans and Receipt of Evidence-Based Care for Persons with Chronic Illness.” 	Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting.  Minneapolis, MN.

2025 	“The Impact of Telehealth Cost-Sharing on Utilization of Care for Major Depressive Disorder.” 		Presentation at Mental Health Outcomes, Services, Economics, Policy Research Conference. Venice, 	Italy. 

2025 	“High-Deductible Health Plans and Receipt of Evidence-based Care for Persons with Major Depressive 	Disorder.” Presentation at Mental Health Outcomes, Services, Economics, Policy Research Conference. 	Venice, Italy.

2026 	“High-Deductible Health Plans and Receipt of Guideline-Concordant Care for Adults with Chronic Illness.”  Presentation at National Bureau of Economic Research’s (NBER’s) Economics of Chronic Illness Conference.

2026    “The Impact of Health Shocks on Plan Selection.”  Presentation at Academy Health Annual Research 
Meeting.  Seattle, WA.

2026   “The Unaffordability of Affordable Care Act Insurance.” Presentation at ASHEcon.  Minneapolis, MN. 

2026.   “Health Shocks and Insurance Selection: Consumer Decision Making After Serious 
Illness.” Presentation at Southern Economics Association conference. Houston, TX.  Upcoming


TEACHING 
Lectures: 
2010 	“Markov Models and Probabilistic Sensitivity Analysis: Overview and Application.” Boston University School of Public Health. 

2013 	“Comparative Effectiveness Research: Overview and Methods.”  Stanford University School of Medicine, Health Research and Policy (HRP) 208 class.

2017 	“Health System Organization and Financing & Quality of End-of-Life Care.”  Lecture for the University of Chicago Center for Health and the Social Sciences Health Economics Workshop.

2021 	“Evaluating The Impact of a Program or Public Policy.” Invited talk for Free the Facts.

2022 	“Decision Analysis: an Overview.”  Invited talk for Epidemiology 206: Systems Science Modeling and Simulation in Epidemiology, UCLA Fielding School of Public Health. (PhD students)

2024 	“Assessing the Value of Your Healthcare Intervention.” Invited talk for University of Colorado School of Medicine, Institute for Healthcare Quality, Safety and Efficiency. 
	
2024 	“Insurance Benefit Design and Recommended Medical Care for Chronically-ill Adults: a Quasi-Experimental Evaluation of High-Deductible Health Plans.”  Invited talk for Colorado School of Public Health, Department of Health Systems, Management and Policy. (PhD students)

2025 	“High-Deductible Health Plans and Receipt of Guideline-Concordant Care for Adults with Chronic Illness?” Invited talk for UC Berkeley School of Public Health Policy Colloquium. (PhD Students)

2025 	“Value-Based Decision Analysis: An Overview” Invited lecture for GERO-645 Politics and Policy Processes in an Aging Society, University of Southern California. (PhD Students)

2025 	“Assessing the health system value of your intervention: alternative approaches to ROI.” Invited talk for LINQS Fellowship at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. 

2026     “An Overview of Private Health Insurance in the United States.”  Guest lecture for Colorado School of Public Health class: Introduction to Health Systems, Management and Policy (HSMP 6601).  

2026    “ Deriving Transition Probabilities for Cost-Effectiveness Models.”  Guest lecture for University of 
Colorado Skaggs School of Pharmacy class: Applied Cost-Effectiveness Modeling (PHOR 7611).  

2026 	"The Impact of Insurance Benefit Design on Quality of Care for Chronic Illness: Evidence from Employer-Sponsored Insurance."  Invited Talk for Health Services Research Spring Colloquium, University of Pittsburgh. (PhD Students)

Cybercourses (VA Health Economics Resource Center):
2014 	“Introduction to Decision Analysis.”  VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) Cost-		 	Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.   

2014 	“Estimating Transition Probabilities for Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource 		 	Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.

2014 	“Evidence Synthesis for Decision Models: Systematic Literature Reviews (Part I).”  VA Health 		 	Economics Resource Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, 			 CA.

2014	“Evidence Synthesis for Decision Models: Quantitative Pooling (Part II).”  VA Health Economics 		 Resource Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.  

2014 	“Sensitivity Analyses in Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) 		 	Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.

2016 	“Introduction to Decision Analysis.”  VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) Cost-			Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.    

2016 	“Estimating Transition Probabilities for Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource 		 	Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.   

2016 	“Evidence Synthesis for Decision Models: Systematic Literature Reviews (Part I).”  VA Health
Economics Resource Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, 	 CA.

2016	“Evidence Synthesis for Decision Models: Quantitative Pooling (Part II).”  VA Health Economics 		  Resource Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.  

2016 	“Sensitivity Analyses in Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) 		 	Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.

2018 	“Introduction to Decision Analysis.”  VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) Cost-			 Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.    

2018 	“Estimating Transition Probabilities for Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource 			 Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.   

2018 	“Evidence Synthesis for Decision Models: Systematic Literature Reviews (Part I).”  VA Health 		 	Economics Resource Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, 		 	CA.

2018 	“Evidence Synthesis for Decision Models: Quantitative Pooling (Part II).”  VA Health Economics 		 Resource Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.  

2018 	“Sensitivity Analyses in Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) 			Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.

2022 	“Estimating Transition Probabilities for Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource 		 	Center	(HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.   

2022	“Sensitivity Analyses in Decision Modeling.”  VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) 			 Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.

2026	“From Summary Statistics to Transition Probabilities: Practical Guidance for Decision Modeling” 
VA Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) Cost-Effectiveness Analysis Cybercourse.  Menlo Park, CA.


Courses Taught
2002 – 2004 	Teaching Assistant, various undergraduate courses in Sociology
UC Santa Cruz

2004 		Instructor, “Modern Social Problems”
Cabrillo Community College  

2022 		Professor, “HPM 239A: Special Topics in Health Services: Advanced Topics in Decision 			Analysis and Cost-Effectiveness Analysis”
UCLA Fielding School of Public Health
Department of Health Policy and Management


MENTORSHIP
Research Mentorship
2012-2017: Biostatistics Mentor, SPECTRUM Intensive Course in Clinical Research (ICCR).  Stanford University School of Medicine. Palo Alto, CA.
2024 – Present: Ad hoc research mentor for CU SoM faculty on research involving secondary data analyses
2024 – Present: Research Mentor, University of Colorado Secondary Data Resource 
2025: Associate Research Director, Research Outcomes in Children’s Surgery (ROCS), University of Colorado (January 2025-August 2025)

Dissertation/Thesis Committees
2010 – 2012 	Gudjon Hauksson, MS in Health Services Research, Boston University School of Public Health
2021 – 2023 	Fan Zhao, PhD in Epidemiology, UCLA Fielding School of Public Health
2024 – 2025 	Jordan Rook MD, PhD in Health Policy and Management, UCLA Fielding School of Public  Health


RESEARCH SUPPORT
2013 – 2014 	Principal Investigator. Decision Support to Decrease Overuse of Imaging: Usability and 			Measurement.  
Funder: VA QUERI
Award: $100,000
Purpose: To evaluate overuse of Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) for the lumbar spine in VA and identify opportunities for decision-support intervention to reduce low-value care.  

2013 – 2015  	Co-Investigator. Cost effective uses of new Hepatitis C treatments and their VA budgetary 			impact.  (PI: Doug Owens, MD, VA Palo Alto and Stanford University)
Funder: VA HSR&D
Award: $771,024
Purpose: This project evaluated the value of new Hepatitis C medications relative to existing therapies, within the VA.  I served as a health economist on the project, guiding all VA administrative data analyses, leading an aim focused on real-world uptake of new Hepatitis C medications, and contributing intellectually to the structure of, operationalization of, and model inputs for simulation models to assess value.   

2013 – 2016 	Co-Investigator. Can Concurrent Hospice Care and Cancer Treatment Achieve Superior 				Outcomes?  (PI: Vincent Mor, PhD, Providence VA and Brown University)
Funder: VA HSR&D. 
Award: $1,109,585  
Purpose: To evaluate whether allowing disease-modifying treatment concurrent to hospice improves outcomes in patients with non-small cell lung cancer.  I served as a health economist on the study, leading subprojects related to timing and use of palliative care and hospice as well as contributing intellectually to the study design and statistical analyses employed in the entire project.  

2014 – 2015 	Principal Investigator. Estimating Transition Probabilities for Decision Models.  
Funder: VA LIP
Award: $17,000.  
Purpose: To conduct simulation models to evaluate the extent of bias when deriving probability estimates from literature-reported summary statistics. 

2014 – 2018 	Co-Investigator. Can Dogs Improve Activity and Quality of Life in Veterans with PTSD?  (PI: Gabrielle Saunders, PhD, Portland VA, OSHU)
Funder: VA HSR&D.  
Award: $4,825,886
Purpose: Multi-site randomized controlled trial to evaluate the effect of service dogs versus emotional support dogs on function, quality of life, mental health, healthcare utilization and healthcare costs for Veterans diagnosed with PTSD. I served as the lead health economist on the project.

2015 – 2016 	Co-Investigator. Medical Scribes in Outpatient Care. (PI: Steven Lin, MD, Stanford University)
Funder: Stanford Medicine.  
Award: $50,000 
Purpose: Randomized controlled trial to evaluate the effect of medical scribes in a family medicine outpatient clinic.  I served as intellectual lead on the project, overseeing study design, conducing all statistical analyses, and playing the lead role in interpreting and writing study results.  

2015 – 2016 	Principal Investigator. Hospice use among Veterans with Medicare Managed Care versus Fee-for-Service Medicare.  
Funder: VA GECDAC  
Award: $75,000
Purpose: To conduct the first risk-adjusted analyses of use of hospice by Veterans dually enrolled in Medicare Advantage versus those dually enrolled in Fee-for-Service Medicare, with an emphasis on understanding the Medicare Advantage hospice carveout 

2015 – 2016 	Principal Investigator. Oncologists’ Views towards Treating Patients with Advanced Cancer.  	 
Funder: VA HSR&D
Award: $100,000 
Score: 153 
Purpose: Mixed methods study to evaluate the physicians’ perspectives on optimal role of palliative care, and separately value, in the treatment of patients with metastatic solid tumor.  

2016 – 2019 	Principal Investigator. Value of End-of-Life Cancer Care.  
Funder: VA HSR&D 
Award: $991,113 
Score: percentile: 0.002
Purpose: To analyze end-of-life cost and utilization trajectories of Veteran cancer decedents treated by the VA versus Veteran cancer decedents treated by Medicare, with a lens on informing the MISSION Act, which allows Veterans to bypass VA care and obtain it directly in the community. 

2019 – 2021 	Co-Investigator. Differences in Clinical Trial Efficacy and Real-world Effectiveness of Treatments for Early Breast Cancer.  (PI: Gabrielle Rocque MD MSPH, University of Alabama at Birmingham)
Funder: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF)
Award: $288,400
Purpose: To evaluate breast cancer patient survival in the real world, and compare whether real-world patient who met clinical trial inclusion criteria had better overall survival than those that did not meet inclusion criteria but had characteristics common in the breast cancer population, such as cardiovascular comorbidities or advanced age.  I served as the health economist on the project, overseeing study design, methods, and programming.

2020 – 2021	Principal Investigator-equivalent. Technical Assistance for Public Assistance Delivery for COVID-19
		Funder: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
	Award: $23,654,845
Purpose: Evaluate how to allocate $160 billion dollars in COVID-19 funds to hospitals, healthcare systems and other organizations requesting public assistance due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, while ensuring FEMA remains the payor of last resort.  Served as intellectual lead for project, including overseeing study design, methods, staffing, budget and project deliverables. 

2021 – 2023 	Co-Investigator.  Telehealth policy recommendations and the impact of COVID-19. (PI: Chris Whaley, PhD, RAND Corporation)
Funder: California HealthCare Foundation (CHCF)
Award: $300,000
Purpose: To evaluate differences in uptake of telehealth across Medi-Cal versus CalPERS commercial insurance, and within Medi-Cal, across Medicaid managed care versus fee-for-service Medicaid. Further evaluations assessed the ability of telehealth to improve access previously under-utilizing populations.  My role as a health economist was to guide the statistical analyses and interpretation of model results.  

2022 – 2023 	Principal Investigator. Informing the Design of a Game-Based Intervention to Improve Health 		Insurance Literacy.  
Funder: UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center/Jonsson Cancer Center Foundation 
Award: $50,000
Purpose: To evaluate and harmonize patent-reported outcomes measures used by various PCORI-funded projects.  My role was to provide oversight into health economics measures used.

2022 – 2025 	Co-Investigator. Support Services for the Design of Program Evaluation. (Awardee: RAND Corporation)
Funder: Patient- Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI). 
Award: $799,895  
Purpose: To evaluate and harmonize patent-reported outcomes measures used by various PCORI-funded projects.  My role was to provide oversight into health economics measures used.


2022 – 2026 	Principal Investigator. High-Deductible Health Plans and Receipt of Recommended Medical 			Care.  
Funder: National Institute on Aging (NIA).  R01AGO72057.  
Award: $3,131,808 
Score: 9th percentile
Purpose: To evaluate whether persons in high-deductible health plans who have various common chronic 	illnesses receive evidence-based medical care to manage their disease.

2024 – 2029 	Co-Investigator (Site PI).  Telerehabilitation in the Home after Stroke: A Randomized, Controlled, Assessor-Blind Clinical Trial (The TR-2 Trial). (PI: Steven Cramer MD, UCLA)
Funder: NIH/NINDS.  
Award: $20,869,503
Purpose: To evaluate the efficacy and cost impact of a remote tele-rehabilitation interventions versus usual care in improving outcomes for stroke patients.  My role is to lead all Aim 3 analyses evaluating the cost and utility impact of telerehabilitation versus usual care, for both patients and caregivers.  

2026- 2030        Co-Investigator. Medicare Advantage and the Financial Toxicity of Alzheimer's Disease and 
Related Dementia (PI Lauren H. Nicholas, PhD, University of Colorado Anschutz School of Medicine). 
National Institute on Aging (NIA). 
Award: $2,210,000
Purpose: To compare rates of adverse financial events, using consumer credit reports linked to claims data, among persons with dementia enrolled in Medicare Advantage versus Original Medicare, and evaluate whether financial difficulties lead to switching coverage types.     


PENDING SUPPORT
Principal Investigator. The Impact of Pre-Medicare Insurance Mechanisms on Costs and Health Outcomes of Medicare Beneficiaries.  
Targeted Funder: National Institute on Aging (NIA)
Submitted June 2025.  
Budgeted direct costs: $3,607,993
Purpose: To evaluate whether chronically-ill persons who were enrolled in high-deductible health plans prior to Medicare enrollment are sicker or more costly Medicare beneficiaries than those who had more generous pre-Medicare insurance.  
Status: 5th percentile score on first submission


Principal Investigator. The Impact of State Health Policy Shocks on Health Outcomes for Persons with Employer-Sponsored Insurance
Targeted Funder: National Institute of Child Health Development (NICHD)
Re-submitted July 2025. 
Budgeted direct costs: $2,929,877
Purpose: To evaluate whether state-based medical scope of practice restrictions affect health outcomes for birthing mothers and infants.
Status: 2nd percentile score
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COMMISSIONED DECISION MODELS and TECHNICAL REPORTS
These projects were conducted while I was an employee of a research consulting organization and culminated in models and technical reports provided directly to clients. Results were used for market access and regulatory purposes worldwide, through submission to NICE in the UK, CADTH in Canada, and IQWIG in Germany, as well as other decision makers. Due to confidentiality clauses, the names of clients and specific healthcare technologies are not denoted. 

2009 	Cost-effectiveness analysis of treatments for febrile neutropenia. 

2009 	Design of the health economic component of a FDA-approved clinical trial for treatments for atrial fibrillation. 

2010 	Bayesian mixed treatment comparisons analysis to evaluate the efficacy of treatments of heavy menstrual bleeding.

2010 	Using the time trade-off method to elicit utilities for psoriatic arthritis

2010 	The economic burden of metastatic breast cancer: domestic and international perspectives.

2010 	Systematic literature review for the treatment of heavy menstrual bleeding.

2010 	Cost-effectiveness analysis of treatments for myelodysplastic syndrome.

2011 	Budget impact analysis of treatments for diabetes.

2011 	Cost-effectiveness analysis of treatments for heavy menstrual bleeding.
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Needleman J, McGlynn E, and Gidwani R. (2026) “Evaluating Quality of Care.” Changing the U.S. Health Care System: Key Issues in Health Services Policy and Management, 5th Edition.  UCLA.
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